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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — AMALGAMATIONS 

748. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

On behalf of the member for Kwinana, I acknowledge the students from St Vincents Primary School who are in 
the public gallery today. 

Premier, I refer to the shambolic and dysfunctional handling of the proposed local government council mergers.  

(1) How can the Premier expect councils and residents to have confidence in the merger process given that 
this is now the second and markedly different merger blueprint to be revealed in just four months?  

(2) Does the Premier agree with the Minister for Local Government who guaranteed, on radio this morning, 
that the mergers will result in lower rates for ratepayers?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(2) I do not agree with the suggestion that it is a shambolic process. The truth is that every member of this 
Parliament, every single man and woman in this chamber, knows that the time for local government 
reform is long overdue. The Labor Party in government did not have the courage to address it. Even 
today, the Labor Party will not say what its position is. I do not know if the Labor Party supports or 
opposes it, or has its usual “sitting on the fence, no position” position!  

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I won’t talk to you, mate!  

Let me make this point about local government reform — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, let the Premier answer the question. You can ask a supplementary 
question.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Minister for Local Government released a first set of maps and took into account 
comments from members of Parliament, local governments and the community, and has refined those maps. Yes, 
there are quite significant changes. He has listened to the people—there is nothing wrong with that. The 
government now has its position, which has gone to the Local Government Advisory Board. I am sure that some 
other changes will be suggested; some tweaking around the boundaries. But we have a Western Australian 
government that is finally prepared to modernise local government to fit the twenty-first century. We have 
started with Perth. We will roughly halve the number of councils. That is what we will do. I challenge members 
opposite to state their position. Does the Labor Party support reform or does it oppose it? It does not have a 
position! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition and member for Midland, I call you both to order for the first time.  

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier asked me to state my position across the chamber. If you are going to call me 
to order, surely the Premier should not be able to make statements like that if, in responding, I am called to order 
and named.  

The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. I suggest you read the standing orders: if somebody refers to 
another member across the chamber, that does not give that member licence to shout out.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Significant changes have been made. The inclusion of the City of Vincent into the City of 
Perth is very much what the residents of Vincent want.  

Mr M. McGowan: They want it to remain standalone. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is absolutely evident that Vincent residents want to be part of the City of Perth. The 
member for Perth has been strong in advocating that and the City of Vincent has been strong in advocating that. 
The now federal member for Perth advocated that strongly. In fact, she seems to be the spokesperson for the 
Labor Party in Western Australia these days. She is not doing a bad job at it. At least she has an opinion!  

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We have had representations from the City of Fremantle. I did not become involved in that 
issue at all but the minister made the point, quite properly, that Fremantle and Perth were the original two 
settlements. There is a lot of history and a difference in culture and society in Fremantle. Those cultural and 
social factors have been recognised. There will be some changes to boundaries but it will basically remain as 
Fremantle, incorporating East Fremantle and North Fremantle. I am sure some other probably far less significant 
minor changes will be made through the Local Government Advisory Board process. After 40 or 50 years of 
talking about local government reform, it is happening. Sure, there is debate. It seems tortuous. There are 
accusations. Some people in my electorate in the western suburbs are not too happy and the councils are not too 
happy, but it is happening. Seventy-five per cent of the people of Western Australia live in Perth. Local 
government reform is starting in Perth and one by one those reforms will be made. Over the next 18 months to 
two years, local government reform in the major city of Perth in Western Australia will be complete.  
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